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Asian land deals 

 
Focusing on Asia, the region accounts for more than 28% of the global land deals and 31% of the 
worldwide total area of such LSLAs. The average size of a land deal in the region is more than 38,400 
hectares, higher than the global average.  
 
Also, unlike in the global composition of land deals, the 1,263 land deals in Asia are almost evenly 
distributed between domestic (636 deals) and foreign (627). However, in terms of size, LSLAs with 
foreign interests account for an overwhelming 76% (or 36.71 million hectares) of the 48.58 million 
hectares of agricultural lands included in such land deals in the region.    
 
Several studies have also noted that land grabbing in Asia seems to have been initiated by the domestic 
elites who are represented in their respective governments, unlike in Africa for instance where the foreign 
corporation or government explicitly seeks to transact land deals. It appears thus that the new 
phenomenon of “cross-border mega land deals” is relatively less in Asia. On another note, it may also be 
the lack of transparency of transactions that has hidden the foreign governments from public scrutiny. 
Openly, Asian government officials, including presidents and ministers, have gone on roadshows to pitch 
their agricultural and natural resource sectors to foreign investment.xvi 
 
By sector or intention, renewable energy comprises the largest chunk (57%) of the Asian total in terms of 
area, with 27.51 million hectares. This also means that more than 98% of global LSLAs for renewable 
energy are in Asia, which include large hydropower projects. Meanwhile, forest logging/management 
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Chart 1. Top 10 sectors in terms of size of concluded land deals, worldwide 

(in million hectares)



12

deals account for the second largest area in Asia with 1.85 million hectares covered by 21 deals (all of 
which except one involve domestic players).  
 
Similarly, domestic players control the majority of LSLAs for timber plantation, accounting for 54% 
(830,899 hectares) of the total 1.54 million hectares devoted for the said sector, which is the third highest 
in Asia. On the other hand, mining operations comprise 1.04 million hectares under 89 deals. While 
foreign miners are involved in just 34 of these deals, they nonetheless account for 83% (860,616 
hectares) of the total area contained in mining LSLAs in the region.  
 
Land deals for unspecified agricultural activities also account for a significant area in Asia with almost 
3.21 million hectares under 158 agreements, almost evenly divided among domestic and foreign players. 
As in the case of global land deals, LSLAs with multiple sectors in Asia account for the largest share both 
in terms of number of deals and area with 404 deals covering 10.85 million hectares (more than 22% of 
the Asian total). Domestic players are involved in more than 45% of these deals but accounting for 60% 
of the total area.  
 
Chart 2 shows the summary of the top 10 sectors in terms of size of the land deals in Asia. For a detailed 
breakdown of the data, see Annex 2. 
 

 
 
For specific countries in Asia that have a featured case study in this book, Table 1 summarizes the 
number of land deals and the size of lands involved, by sector or intention. Cambodia registered the 
greatest number of deals with 257 as well as the largest area covered with 2.15 million hectares. The 
Philippines ranks second with 114 deals covering 388,548 hectares. Behind them are India, 83 deals and 
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Table 1. Number and size of concluded domestic and transnational land deals in selected Asian 
countries, by intention of the land deals, as of October 2020
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P A K I S T A N

Peshawar Northern Bypass, pushing farmers to 
further destitution
Roots for Equity and Pakistan Kissan Mazdoor Tehreek (PKMT)

Peshawar Northern Bypass and its 
link to CPEC
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Image 1. China’s trade interest: Land and maritime route
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Image 2. China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
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Image 3. Major borders connected by Northern Bypass project
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Links between Northern Bypass 
and Central Asia Regional Economic 
Cooperation (CAREC)
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The World Bank  
Khyber Pass Economic Corridor Project (P159577) 
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Image 4. Khyber Pass Economic Corridor Project
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Image 5. Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) corridors
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The impact of trade routes on local 
communities

Impacts of the Northern Bypass on 
communities: Case study Garhi Bajaz
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Agricultural land and production
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Current situation 
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